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Pacckas UexoBa «Banbka»: cloxeT, )XaHp,
VHTepHpeTanun

AHHOTanuA. B COBpeMeHHOM TUTepaTypOBeeHNN IPOJOIKAETCA AUCKYCCHA
1o noBofy nepecMorpa V. A. EcaynoBbIM TpaguLIMOHHON KOHLENIIUY pac-
ckasa A. II. YexoBa «Banbkar. VcciemoBaTenb onposepraeT HaMBHO-3IMIIN-
pudecKoe UCTONKOBaHME, KOTOPOE MPUCYILe OOMBIINHCTBY MHTEPIPETaLINIL,
PacKpBIBaET YKaHPOBbIE IPU3HAKM POXK/IECTBEHCKOTO pacckasa. Obmmm MecToM
B paboTax ero mociefoBaTeIell CTaIM aHa/Iu3 MOITUKY >KaHpa, aTpuOyTOB
MpasgHUYHOTO XPOHOTOIA, HE3PMMOTO IPUCYTCTBUA XPUCTa, PONIU T€pPOs
pacckasa B Xy/I0)KeCTBEHHOM MIpe IPOM3BeNeH) . B IIKOMbHBIX MHTEpIIpe-
TalMAX PacCKasa POXKIECTBEHCKOE YyJ0 OTPUIJAIOT HA TOM OCHOBAaHMM, YTO
OHO IIPOMCXOANT BO CHe peOeHKa, HO XyL0>KeCTBEHHBIN COH ABJIACTCS TaAKOM
JKe peaIbHOCTBIO0, KaK ¥ JII000e Apyroe «peaybHoe» COOBITIE B IPOV3BEICHUN.
B maHHOI cTaTbe MOKa3aHO, 4YTO B IO3TUKE POXKECTBEHCKOIO paccKasa BO3-
MO>XHO HEBO3MOXKHO€, Yyl0 MOAIMHHO: Aefylika KoHcTaHTHH Makapbiy
4YKuTaeT MUCbMO BHYKA. BaHbKa TIIaTe€IbHO TOTOBMJICA K OCYILECTBIEHNIO
sambica. OH 3apaHee pa3y3Has, KaK OTIPABUTb MUCbMO, IPUTOTOBIT OyMa-
I'y, HaIl}/CasI, HaIlles 6/IV>KAIINIL IOYTOBBII AMMK. Y HEro Bce IOy YM/TOCH.
Ornpasus nuceMo «Ha fepeBHIo menyike», Banbka coBepuIna NOCTYIOK,
KOTOpBIII ollpefeni ero 6yaymyto cyas0y. Ou cran gpyrum. Uyno, nmpouso-
ILIJIO /TV OHO BO CHE MJ/IM HasIBY, IPe0OpasmiIo reposl.
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q UTaTeIbCKas CyAibba pacckasa «Banbka» A. I1. YexoBa sBis-
eTcs, TIOKAJTYI1, OfIHOM M3 CaMbIX IPUCKOPOHBIX B PYCCKOII
nutepatype. C OJHOI CTOPOHBI, KaXK/blil B3POC/IBII YE€TOBEK
YJTaJI er0 B IIKO/IbHBIE TOABI ¥ IOMHUT XOTA ObI OXHY (pasy n3
pacckasa, ¢ Jpyrol CTOPOHBI, TAKOe «yUYeHNYeCKOoe» IMPOUYTEeHNe
IaeT peBpaTHOe NpefiCTaB/IeHNe O €T0 COfep>KaHNUL.

O611eit yCTAaHOBKOJ B M3yYeHUY MPOU3BEJEHM [0 CUX IIOP
AB/IAETCA COIOCTAaBIeHME «TAXKOI fonn» Banbku JKykosa
Y «CYACT/IVIBOI», «CBITOV» >KM3HY COBPEMEHHOTO HIKO/IbHMKA. BoT
TUIIMYHbIE K/IMIIIe TOJOOHBIX MHTepHpeTalyil: « ‘O ueM” pacckas?
O TsKKOM [[ole MajibuuKa “B miofax . Hajg HuM HacMexarTcs
IIO/IMAcTepbs, €ro ObIOT U He KOPMAT X035€Ba, €My He JjaeT CIIaTh
X03s17icKMit “pe6saTéHOK” 1 T. 1. OfHOBpEeMeHHO paccKa3 O HaMB-
HOCTH CaMOTO Tepos, He YMEIOIero MPaBUIbHO HAMNCATh afipec
Ha KOHBepTe, B CO3HAHUY KOTOPOrO “HEOOBIKHOBEHHO IOPKMIA
VI TIOZIBVDKHBIN CTApMKAIIKA. .. C BEYHO CMEIOLIVIMCA JIUI[OM U IIbs-
HBIMU I7Ia3aMI SIBJISIETCS >KeJTaHHBIM n3basureneM. Takum 06-
pasoM, n3obpakeHye U SKepTBBI U ee “MyduTesneir” JLO/KHO,
Kas3aj10Ch Obl, BBI3BAaTh THETYIIYI0 arMocdepy “manoTusMa’ pyccKoii
YKV3HM, HECKO/IBKO ITepedpasypoBaB COLMA-JeMOKPATYeCKOTO
kaccuka» [Ecaynos, 1998: 479].

[Topo6HbIe TPAKTOBKM paccKasa JOMVHMPOBA/IN B COBETCKOI
IIKOJIe, COXPAHSAIOTCA OHU ¥ B COBPEMEHHOM IIPeNoJaBaHUM T1-
TepaTypbl. BoT, HanpuMep, BONPOCHI, KOTOPbIE JO/KHBI IOMOYb
IIKO/TBHYKY U YUUTETI0 IOHATh CMBICTT YeXOBCKOTO paccKasa:

«1. Kak BbI oTHOCUTECH K MIcTOpUM XU3HU Banbku? O6bsicHu-
T€ CBOM OTBET.

2. Kak aBTOp pacckasbIBaeT 0 )KM3HM Masbunka? Yro coobma-
eT o HéM? HaiiiuTe OTBETHI B TEKCTE paccKasa.

3. Ilouemy Banbka TOCKOBas B ropofie? YTo 3acTaBU/IO Majlb-
4JKa ocaTh nmcbMo feny? Kak Banbka pacckaspiBaeT 0 MockBe
B IIVICbME Jiefy?

4* TlogroToBbTe KpaTKuil pacckas o Banbke JKykose 1o 1miaHy.

5* IlogroToBbTe BbIpa3uTeIbHOE YTeHME OTphIBKa “A MockBa
ropop, 60/1bIION. .. »".

Tpagunusa conyanbHO-KPUTUYECKOI MHTEPIIPEeTally TeKCTa
HO-TIpeXXHeMY Ipeob1afiaeT ¥ B COBPEMEHHOM JINTEPaTypoBe-
OeHUM, ¥ B METOAMYECKMX PYKOBOACTBAX IO IpernofaBaHUIO
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nuTeparypsl. Boipakenne «Ha mepeBHIo fegyurke»’ ¢ pasInyHbl-
MU OTPUIIATETbHBIMIY KOHHOTAL[MAMM He TO/IBKO BOIIJIO B KOPITYC
KPbUIATBIX BBIPaXKEHNI PYCCKOTO SI3bIKa, HO ¥ paCCMATpPUBAETCSA
HoJYac Kak «dMOIeMaTN4ecKnil KO PYCCKOM MEHTaTbHOCTVI»
[KyuykoBa, bepbeposa: 62].

JJaHHBIe MeTOfMYeCKe YCTAHOBKY HE YUYNUTHIBAIOT IJIABHOTO
B paccKase — ero YKaHPOBOI NPUHAJIeXHOCTH. YeX0oB omy6u-
KOBaJI pacckas «Banbka» 25 mexabps 1886 r. B «[leTepOyprcxoii
rasere» B pasperne «PoxaecTBeHCKYe pacckasbl». [laTa myOmkanum
pacckasa u ero pasMeleHye B CIlelabHOM, IIPAa3JHUYHOM OT-
JieTie YKasbIBAIOT Ha €T0 >KaHpP, KOTOPBIII IPOTMBOPEYNT IIKOTBHBIM
VHTEepIIpeTalMsAM paccKasa.

B 1998 r. nepecMOTp TpagMIIMIOHHBIX MHTEPIIPETALINI paccKa-
3a npegnpuHAn V. A. Ecaynos. B crarbe «O HEKOTOPBIX 0cO6eH-
HOCTAX pacckasa A. I1. Yexosa “BaHbpka™» OH mIuca, 4To >KaHP
POK/IECTBEHCKOTO pacCcKa3a «COBEPILIEHHO MpeobpakaeTr TO
BHEIIIHee “cofiep)kaHye’, K KOTOPOMY VM CBOLAT OOBIYHO “CMBICTT
4eXOBCKOTO IIpoussefeHns. [leper HaMu CIO>KeT O CBET/IOM POXK-
fecTBeHCKOM uyze» [Ecaymos, 1998: 480]. [a3eTHBII KOHTEKCT
myO/IMKaINy 9eXOBCKOTO paccKasa 3aflaeT «OIpefe/leHHble 2pa-
HULbL AIEKBATHBIX (HO He 00513aTeIbHO Of{MIHAKOBbIX) IIPOYTEHMUI
npousseneHus» [Ecaynos, 1998: 480]. B ero moHuMaHmy 3HaYMMBI
BpeMsI 1 TIPUMETHI TPA3[HUKA, MKOHA («TeMHBII 00pas»), «<MOINT-
BeHHas I103a» Tepos, er0 «I03IpaBJieHNe JefyIIKN ¢ PoxxmecTBoM
U noxkenaHue “Bcero ot [ocrioga bora™, «poxxecTBeHCKast enKa»
n uypo [Ecaynos, 1998: 481]. B HauBHO-peanncTndeckoM BOCIIPUS-
TV PaccKa3a yyfia He IPOMCXONT, IeAyIIKa He IOTY4NT IUCbMO
BHYKa. B m09TMKe poXXIecTBEHCKOTO paccKa3a HeBO3MOXXHOE
(4y710) BO3MO>KHO, OHO HIOJ/IMHHO B XYJJO>KECTBEHHO PeaIbHOCTI:
«...HacTosillee BpeMsl, COIPOBOXK/IAI0IIee 3TO M300paskeHme 1 J10-
HOJTHUTE/IBHO NpUAolee eMy CTAaTyC AeNICTBUTE/NIBHOTO, a He
TOJIBKO BO3MOXKHOTO cOObITHA» [Ecaynos, 1998: 483].

Konnenuusa V. A. Ecaynosa nony4muia pasBuTye B Tpyjax He-
KoTopbIX nccnenoareneii ([[onon], [Makapos], [Uepemucnnosa,
Hemupenko], [Kosuna] n np.)’, BpisBana Bospakenus B. B. bopu-
coBoit [bopucoBal, cranma npegmerom octpoii nonemuku [[lyHaes],
[Ecayros, 2008].
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B. B. bopucosa kputukyet TpakToBKy V. A. EcaynoBbIM «poxk-
INeCTBEHCKOIo 4yfia» C SMIUpPUYECKOil Touky 3peHus. Ilo ee
MHEHUI0, YyZia He ObII0, ObI/T COH peOeHKa, a 3HA4UNT, ¥ He OBLIO
co6piTus [bopucosa: 61-62].

Te e ynpexu B muctudukanyu V. A. EcaynoBbiM pacckasa
BpicKasan M. M. [lynaes. CBOM BO3pa>KeHM s OIIIIOHEHT OCHOBBI-
BaeT Ha OTPULIAHUY POXIECTBEHCKOTO YyJa B pacckase: «3afy-
MaeMcs: 4YTO eCTb YyHo? DTO COOBITUS MU SBJIEHUS, KOTOPbIe
IpPOTUBOpEYAT €CTECTBEHHO-3€MHBIM 3aKOHAM Halllell >KU3HMU.
MO>XHO /11 yCMOTPETh YTO-1NO0 CBEPX'bECTECTBEHHOE B TOM, YTO
Banbka Buant Takon con? Huuero. CrpacTHOE >KeTaHMe Ma/Ib4u-
Ka pO>K/IaeT B HEM HaJIe>XX/1y U BbI3bIBaeT COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE CHO-
BusieHue. Bcé Bnonue ectectBenHo. Ho He moaTuyHo» [[lyHaes|.
B ero ncronkoBanum «KoHcranTyH MaKapbld HUKOTTIA HE TIOTYYUT
IVICBMA, U CBeT/Iasi HaJieXKia 00ePHETCS ThMOIO», Ief] «HIYero He
CHe/aeT Ji/Isl BHYKa», «peOEHOK MepeXMBET TsDKeseiiliee MoTpsi-
CeHIe, OlLlyIIeHJe OCTaBIeHHOCTH, 3a0pPOIIEeHHOCTI», «COH 00-
peTaeT Tparm4eckyro 6e3pICXOTHOCTb» [[lyHaes].

OrBeuas Ha 3Ty KpUTUKY, V1. A. EcaysoB BUANT NIpUUNHY He-
noHuMannusA M. M. JlyHaeBbIM 4€XOBCKOTO paccKas3a B TOM, «4TO
OH HE OT/IMYAET XYJOKECTBEHHYIO Pea/IbHOCTh OT pPeabHOCTU
HexyzioxXecTBeHHOI» [Ecaysos, 2008: 650], He MIOHMMAaeT 3CTeTH-
YeCKOJl IPUPOJBI CHA B JINTEpaType: «...M300parkeHue cHA B JIU-
TepaType JaneKo He TO K€ CAMOe€, YTO COH B Pe€aIbHON XKMU3HIUL.
Ecny Bo BHeXyJ0)Ke€CTBEHHOI! [Ie/ICTBUTEIbHOCTY COH MOXKET He
3HAYNMTb POBHBIM CU€TOM HUYETO, TO B Xy[OK€CTBEHHOM MIpe
COH — Bcerzia cobvimue» [Ecaynos, 2008: 650].

B nutepatype CHBI CTOMD K€ peanbHbl, KaK ¥ BBIMBIIIJIEHHbIE
«9MIVPUYECKIe» COOBITISA, OHM IIPMHAJIEXKAT Xy0KeCTBEHHOII
peasbHOCTH, PaHTACTUYECKOE 1 YyJeCHOe PeasibHbl B XyJ0XKe-
CTBeHHOM M1pe nponsseneHus [Ecaynos, 2008: 648-651], [Ecay-
7n0B, 2016: 53-54], [3axapos, 2016: 20].

WM. A. EcaynoB nopgdepKuBaeT, 4TO «B Ipefie/iaX TOM peaslb-
HOCTH, KOTOPYIO CO371aeT (a He TO/IBKO JINIIb “M3o0pakaeTr” Uexos,
B €TI0 XyJJO’KECTBEHHOM MIIp€ HEBO3MOXKHO€, KaK IIPe/ICTaB/IAET-
s, 9yHo Kak pa3 mpoucxoput» [Ecaynos, 2016: 53]. Pacckas 3a-
BeplIaeTcs ONMCaHMeM Yy/ia, CTyYMBIIETOCA B POXK/IECTBEHCKYIO
Houb: «PoxgecTBeHCcKass “BcTpeva” HeAYLUIKM U BHYKA, TAKUM
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00pa3oM, COCTOsIIaCh — B €AVHCTBEHHO BO3MOXKHOM [IJISI 9TOM
BCTpPeYy IIOITNIECKOM KOCMOCe ITpon3BesieHys» [Ecayios, 1998: 482]
(cm. Takxke: [Ecaynos, 2004: 56]).

[IpyHIVMIIMATbHOE 3HAYEHVE B a/IeKBaTHOM IIOHMMAaHUN pac-
CKa3a MIMeeT ero >KaHp, C KOTOPBIM He CUMTAIOTCSA M KOTOPBII
OTPUILIAIOT ONIIOHEHTH! VIBaHa AHpeeBMYa: «...caMa ‘HaMATb
YKaHpa POX/IECTBEHCKOTO paccKasa IpeJIonaraeTr 4y0o: 1 Onu-
CaHJeM 3TOT0 HEBO3MOXKHOT'0, Ka3aJI0Ch ObI, 4y/ia, IPOVCXOAIIe-
IO B peaJIbHOCTY CHA (a He OIVICAaHVeM afipeca IoyJaresis) 1 3a-
BepIIaeTCs paccKas: “IefyIIKa He TOMBKO I0/Ty4yaeT MUCbMO , HO
u, “cBecuB 6OCBIe HOTYM C IEYKM, “UMTAeT MUCHMO KyXapKaM »
[Ecayros, 2008: 650].

KamMmHeM ITpeTKHOBEeHNsI B MHTEPIIPETALINM PaccKasa sIBIsSeTCs
npo6iemMa pasrpaHNYeHNs Y Hepas3IMueHNs POXKIEeCTBEHCKOTO
1 CBATOYHOTO pacckasa ([Crapeirmual, [[lymeuknna, bapaHn], [3a-
xapoB, 1994], [[Jymeuknnal, [HoBukosal, [Yepemucnnosa, [lemn-
meHko], [IMutpenko] u ap.). VIX 4acTo OTOX/eCTBSAIOT, HO 3TO
pasHble )KaHPBI KaJIeHAAPHO IIPO3bL: OAVH IpnypodeH K Poxe-
cTBY, BTopoii — K Csartkam (ot PoxxzpectBa o borosisienus)
[3axapos, 1998: 18-19] n fp.

ITombITKa pasTpaHNYUTD POXK/IECTBEHCKYE Y CBATOYHBIE pac-
ckaspl npepnpunATa T. H. KosuHoii, koTopas, onmpasch Ha Teo-
pernueckue nonoxenus V. A. Ecaynosa [Ecaynos, 2004: 64-70],
Jana KpUTUYECKUI aHa/lIu3 UCCIeJoOBaHI, B KOTOPbIX He pas-
JIMYAIOTCSA POXKAECTBEHCKIE Y CBATOYHBIE PACCKa3bl, OMMCAIa X
oTmmunTenpHble npusHaky [Kosmna: 140-144].

Msuorne nccnegoBareny IpuHsIM TpakToBKy V. A. EcaynoBeim
YKaHpa 4eXOBCKOT0 pacckasa «BaHbka» kak poxxaectBenckoro ([Tomon],
[Maxapos], [HepemucnHoBa, [lemunenko] u np.). O6ImM MeCTOM B X
paboTax cTa/mM yKasaHue Ha IPU3HAKM JKaHpa U aTpuOyTHI IIpasi-
HIYHOTO BPeMEHY B TEKCTe, Ha He3pMMOe MPUCYTCTBUEe XPUCTa
B XY/JJOXKeCTBEHHOM MIIpe pacckasa. EcTb B aTux paboTax opUriHaib-
Hble CY>KJIeHM s, KOTOpble pa3BuBaroT KoHuernuuio V. A. Ecaynosa.

Cormamasce ¢ yTBepX/ieHueM, 4TO Yy/0 IPOVCXOAVT B IPaH-
I1aX XYI0’KeCTBEHHOTO IIPOV3BEJIeHIA, B IIPefie/iaX XyIOXKeCTBEH-
HOJI peasIbHOCTH, /1. B. MakapoB IpMBOANT MIHTEPECHDIE CBEMIEHNA
0 BO3MOXXHOCTU HEBO3MOXHOTO: «...Cam Bor corBopun 4yno,
Y JIefyIIKa IOy YNl ellje He OTIIPaB/IeHHOe I JJa>Ke He HallVICAHHOe
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IICbMO BHYKa. A 3TO MOITIO IPOM30IiTH, TeM boJiee, YTO TaKue
cy4yau ObIBanM B IeVICTBUTENIbHOCTH. B sxmsHeonmcanmax On-
TUHCKUX CTaplieB €CTb TaKye CIy4ay, KOT/a JIIOM, MICABILNE M
IVICbMa, TI0/Ty4a/IX OTBETHI Ha T€ BOIIPOCHI, KOTOPbIE €llle He yCIle-
nu oTrpaBuTh. YexoB Mor cabimiath 06 aTom» [Makapos: 173].
B nmoxTBepskeHNne 9TOro Te3yca BCIOMHNM JINTepaTypHBIL QaxT,
KOTOPbIN Mor 6bITh 3HaKOM A. 1. YexoBy. B pomane ®@. M. [lo-
croeBckoro «bparbsa Kapama3oBbl» yHTep-oduiepckas BOBa
ITpoxopoBHa cripammBaeT y crapiia 30CHMbI COBETA, MOYKHO JIN
IIOMAHYTb 3a YIIOKOM Iponasulero ceiHa. Crapen nopumnaer [Ipo-
XOPOBHY Ja)ke 3a MBICTIV 00 9TOM U yTellIaeT: «.. VI CaM OH K Tebe
BCKOpe 006paTHO NpuOy/eT, CBIHOK TBOJI, MM HaBepHOE MIChbMO
npuitet. Tol Tak u 3Hatt. Crymait u oTcene mokoitHa 6ynb. JKus
TBOJI CBIHOK, TOBOPIO Tebe»?. [Ipenickasanme cObIIOCH: BOBa HOJTY-
Y1JIa MUChMO, O YeM AJtelire coo01jaeT rocrnoka Xoxakosa, mpo-
Cs paccKa3aTb MOHACTBIPCKON OpaTuM O CBEPLIMBLIEMCS «4yJie
IpeICKa3aHusA»: ... TIPOPOYECTBO COBEPIINIOCH aXke OYKBaJIbHO,
u faxke 6osee Toro”. EfBa muimb cTapylka BepHYIAach JOMOI Kak
eil TOTYac ke Mepefai yxKe oXyjaBilee ee mucbMo 13 Cubupn.
Ho srToro emie Maso: B CbMe 3TOM, MICAHHOM C flopory, n3 Exa-
TepuHOypra, Bacs yBegoM/iAI cBoo MaThb 4TO efieT caM B Poccnio,
BO3BPAIJA€TCA C ONHMM YMHOBHMKOM, M YTO HEJIe/IN YPe3 TP 110
HIO/TyYeHNM TIVICbMa CeTO “OH HajieeTCsl OOHATD CBOIO MAaTh ».

[Tpu MHTEpIIpeTal MM YEXOBCKOTO PAacCKa3a Ba>KHO yYUTHIBATD,
KaK BOCIIPMHUMAET IIPONCXOfsAIee repoii. BaHbka BbIOpan mis
HaIJCaHMA NUCbMa fiefylKe PoxxmecTBeHCKy0 HOUb. OH roTo-
BIJICA K 3TOMY, JKJIaJ/l, 3apaHee pasysHasl y CUJEbLEB B MACHON
JTaBKe, KaK HeOOXOAVMMO IIOCTYIINUTD C MMChbMOM, Halles O/vpKaii-
IINT TOYTOBBIN AIMK. OH TIIATETPHO TOTOBUTCA K OCYIIECTBIIE-
HIIO CBOETO 3aMbIC/Ia. Y HETO BCe MOTy4YMIOCh: OH OCTAJICA OfJMH
B PoX/leCTBEHCKYI0 HOUD, €My He ITOMeIIaIy HalucaThb 1 OTIpa-
BUTb NICbMO. BaHbKa Kpemnko 3achImaeT, «y0aroKaHHBII CTaIKN-
MU HaJieXgaMu». Bepa B TO, 4TO 3T HafieXX/ bl cOyAyTCs, 0OHa-
PY’XMBaeTcsA U B TEKCTe NMKChbMa. ['epoii laeT HaKa3 JefyLiKe, KaK
HOCTYTINTD C 30JI0YEHHBIM OPEXOM: «B 3€JIEHbII CYH/[yYOK CIIPAYb»,
HE OTJaBaThb HUKOMY «I'apMOHMIO MOI0». OH 3HAET, YTO BEPHETCA
B JlepeBHI0, OyZieT Apy>XUTh ¢ b6apbimHeir Onbroi VruarbeBHOI,
3a00TUTbCA O fiefe.
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JKaHp IMKTyeT crieKTp afleKBaTHOM MHTEPIPETALINM paccKasa.
OH oTpuiaeT ero MKOIbHOE IIpOYTeHME. B poskiecTBeHCKOM pac-
ckase azipec «Ha gepeBHIo fefy1ike» IpaBuieH, IUCbMO He TO/Nb-
KO JIOJiIeT — OHO JNOXOAMUT #o agpecara. Yymo cnydmnocs. B ero
PeanbHOCTD TPYAHO NOBEpUTD. OHO HEBO3MOYKHO B SMITMPMYECKOM,
HO COCTOAIOCH B XYO)KECTBEHHOM MMpe. BanbKa Hammcas nuch-
MO, OH COBEPIINJI IIOCTYIIOK, KOTOPBII ONpee/nI ero Oyayyo
cynppby. OH cran gpyrum. Cnenys cMmbicny IlpasgHuka, OH TOTOB
3a00TUTHCS 0 OIVDKHEM — O KaXKIOM, KOMY HY>KHa IIOMOIIIb.
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Chekhov’s Short Story Vanka: Plot, Genre,
Interpretation

Abstract. In modern literary studies the discussion continues about the revision
of the traditional concept of Chekhov’s story Vanka by I. A. Esaulov. The
researcher rejects the naive and empirical interpretation that is inherent in most
interpretations, and reveals the genre features of a Christmas story. A common
place in the works of his followers was the analysis of the poetics of genre, the
attributes of a holiday chronotope, the invisible presence of Christ, the role of
the story’s hero in the artistic world of the work. In school interpretations of the
story, the Christmas miracle is denied on the grounds that it occurs in a child’s
dream, but the artistic dream is as real as any other “real” event in the work. In
the poetics of the Christmas story, the impossible is possible, the miracle is
genuine: grandfather Konstantin Makarych reads a letter from his grandson.
Vanka carefully prepared himself for the implementation of his plan. He had
found out how to send the letter, prepared the paper, wrote it, and found the
nearest mailbox. It worked out well. By sending a letter “to my grandfather’s
village”, Vanka did an act that determined his future fate. He was never the same.
The miracle, whether it happened in a dream or in reality, transformed the hero.
Keywords: A. P. Chekhov, Vanka, genre, Christmas story, plot, interpretation,
miracle, dream
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